
OUR LADY OF THE HOLY ROSARY – OCTOBER 07  TH   (preached in the place of
Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time – “B”
Introduction: This Sunday (October 07th) the Catholic Church commemorates the Feast
of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary. Pope Pius V instituted the Feast of the Queen of the
Rosary in the sixteenth century, in thanksgiving for the Lepanto victory that took place
on 7 October 1571. This famous naval victory won by the Christian fleet at Lepanto was
attributed to the help of the Holy Mother of God whose aid was invoked through the
intensive, united, joint force of praying the Rosary at that critical time.  Pope Leo XIII in
1891 declared October as the month of the Rosary.  For Pope Pius VII the Rosary was
“an antidote against the evils of the day.”  “It is the sure means of God’s blessings to
families” (Pius XII).  “Recite the Rosary devoutly; you will have peace in your families”
(Pius X).  
Importance: The word Rosary means "Crown of Roses," and each prayer in the Rosary
is  considered  a  flower  presented  to  Mary.  It  is  called  the  “Breviary  of  the  common
people” and the “Psalms of the Illiterate.” The prayers we repeat are Biblical and hence
“inspired,” and the mysteries we meditate upon are taken from the lives of Jesus and
Mary.  The prayer “Our Father” was taught by Jesus himself. The “Hail Mary” is also
rooted in the Scriptures. Its first half echoes the words of the Archangel Gabriel and those
of Elizabeth, both addressed to Mary. The third prayer — the “Glory be to the Father” —
ancient in its wording, surely reflects the unceasing prayer of adoration and praise found
in the Book of Revelation. The various events in the lives of Jesus and Mary on which we
meditate during the Rosary are expressions of the Paschal Mystery, that is, the suffering,
death and Resurrection of Jesus, in which Mary shared.  
History: Prayer using beads is as old as mankind.  The Jews used bead-strings to repeat
the Psalms, the Laws of Moses and the memorized sayings of the prophets. In the ninth
century, the Christian monks who recited the 150 psalms instructed the illiterate common
people  to  recite  the  Our  Father  150  times.   It  was  in  the  eleventh  century  that  the
Europeans added the Hail Mary to the Our Father. According to a legend, in 1214, the
Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to St. Dominic Guzman and instructed him to pray the
bead-string in a new form as an effective antidote against the Albigensian heresy (that
had denied the mystery of Christ).  The Rosary devotion attained its name and present
form by 1500 A.D. An additional boost to the Rosary devotion was given in 1917, on the
thirteenth of May, when our Blessed Mother, in her sixth apparition to the three shepherd
children, demanded, "Say the Rosary every day…  Pray, pray a lot and offer sacrifices for
sinners...  I'm Our Lady of the Rosary.” The “Fatima prayer” "O, my Jesus" was added in
the twentieth century. Pope John Paul II enriched the Rosary by adding the “Luminous
Mysteries” in October 2002 (Rosarium Virginis Mariae). 
How to pray the Rosary:  The ideal is to recite at least five decades of the rosary (and if
possible, the entire twenty), with one’s whole family daily.  We need to say the Rosary
slowly enough to make its recitation devout and reverent. We are to reflect for a minute
or two on the mystery, and then concentrate on the meaning of the prayers as we say
them, to avoid distractions. Besides saying the rosary with others in the family before



bedtime, let us make it a habit of reciting the rosary during our journey to the workplace
and during our exercises.  
The rosary is one of the most cherished prayers of our Catholic Church. Introduced by the
Creed, the Our Father, three Hail Marys and the Doxology (“Glory Be”), and concluded
with the Salve Regina, the rosary involves the recitation of five decades consisting of the
Our Father, 10 Hail Marys and the Doxology. Journeying through the Joyful, Luminous,
Sorrowful and Glorious mysteries of the rosary, the individual brings to mind our Lord’s
incarnation, His public ministry, His passion and death and His resurrection from the
dead.  In so doing,  the rosary assists  us in growing in a deeper  appreciation of these
mysteries,  in  uniting  our life  more closely  to  our  Lord  and in  imploring  His  graced
assistance to live the faith. We also ask for the prayers of our Blessed Mother, who leads
all believers to her Son. 
The conclusion on the  Feast  of  Our Lady of  the  Holy  Rosary:  The  fact  that  our
Church continues  to  include  the  Feast  of  the  Holy  Rosary  on  the  liturgical  calendar
testifies to the importance and goodness of this form of prayer. Archbishop Fulton Sheen
said, “The rosary is the book of the blind, where souls see and there enact the greatest
drama of love the world has ever known; it is the book of the simple, which initiates them
into mysteries and knowledge more satisfying than the education of other men; it is the
book of the aged, whose eyes close upon the shadow of this world, and open on the
substance of the next. The power of the rosary is beyond description.”  The Holy Rosary
has been a prayer most pleasing to Our Lady, especially when her intercession is invoked
to defend Christianity against error. The beauty of the rosary is that it can be prayed by
everyone and anyone to evoke God’s blessings and protection. May our Lady of Holy
Rosary, intercede and protect us from every evil, Amen. 


